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This report draws upon the fifth release of the Perceptions of Electoral Integrity dataset (PEI 5.0), in 

May 2017; using dataset that compares the views of 2,709 experts who have evaluated electoral 

integrity in 158 countries holding 241 national elections from 1 July 2012 to 31 December 2016.  
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THE GLOBAL MAP OF ELECTORAL INTEGRITY 

This map presents the updated global map of electoral integrity, which shows Mexico under the 

moderate (57) category of the Perceptions of Electoral Integrity (PEI) Index. 

                                                

1 Síntesis elaborada por: Karen Reiter. 

2 Pippa Norris (2017): “Strengthening Electoral Integrity.” Cambridge University Press. 
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( Very High: 70+     High: 60-69     Moderate: 50-59   Low: 40-49   Very Low: less than 40 )  

 

PERCEPTIONS OF ELECTORAL INTEGRITY 

This Index shows the comparisons of countries ranked by the Perceptions of Electoral Integrity (PEI) 

Index by global region.  It is based on the fifth Perceptions of Electoral Integrity dataset (PEI 5.0), 

released in May 2017, which compares the views of 2,709 experts who have evaluated electoral 

integrity in 158 countries holding 241 national elections from 1 July 2012 to 31 December 2016. 

 

In this Index Mexico has a 57 PEI index within the Americas global region. The highest ranking in 

the Americas region is Costa Rica, with a 81 PEI Index, while the lowest is Haiti with a 31 PEI 

Index.  
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GLOBAL COMPARISON: OVERVIEW OF ELECTORAL INTEGRITY 

As shown in the report, these graphs show the PEI Index of each global region. They are shown here 

with the description of each region, so it is easier to compare. Overall, the Northern and Western 

Europe and the Americas are the regions with the most positive scores in electoral integrity, while 

Sub-Saharan Africa the region with most challenges.  
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Northern and Western 

Europe. 

In the worldwide 

comparisons, out of 18 states 

in Western and Northern 

Europe, 13 (72%) were rated 

very highly in electoral 

integrity, with the remainder 

classified as high. 

 

        The Americas. 

Among countries in the 

Americas, three ranked as 

very high in electoral integrity 

(Costa Rica, Uruguay, and 

Canada), while 9 rated as 

high, 10 as moderate, 4 as 

low, and 2 as very low, with 

contests in the Dominican 

Republic, Nicaragua, and Haiti 

rated worst in the region.  

 

Central and Eastern Europe. 

Of the 28 nation states in Central and 

Eastern Europe, 8 were rated highly 

in electoral integrity, 11 were 

moderate and 9 were rated as low. 

The major contrasts in the region can 

be illustrated by comparing the cases 

of Russia, ranked 120th worldwide, 

and Lithuania, ranked 11th.  
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THE ELECTORAL INTEGRITY PROJECT AND LIBERAL DEMOCRACY 

Electoral malpractices often focus on problems of corruption and coercion, which are some of the 

most serious flaws with the capacity to eviscerate public confidence in the electoral process, to 

weaken the legitimacy of the outcome, and to undermine regime stability.  

 

Sub-dimensions of electoral integrity by country  

The PEI does not seek to measure democracy in itself, but instead to observe whether contests meet 

Asia Pacific. 

In Asia-Pacific, out of 29 

countries, 4 were rated as very 

high in electoral integrity, 

(including contests during 2016 

in the Republic of Korea and 

Australia), 6 were scored as 

high, 12 as moderate, 2 as low, 

while 5 were given very low 

ratings (including Vietnam in 

2016).  

. 

 

         Middle East and North 

Africa. 

A  The Middle East and North 

Africa is a region where 

elections have spread in 

recent decades but 

nevertheless the quality of 

these contests face many 

challenges. 2016 saw new 

national elections in Morocco, 

Kuwait, Iran, Jordan and 

Syria. In the region, only 

three cases were rated very 

high or high in electoral 

integrity (Israel, Tunisia, 

Oman), and 8 were rated low 

or very low. The Syrian 

contest in April 2016, in 

particularly, is rated 3rd worst 

worldwide (after Burundi and 

Ethiopia). 

Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Of the 42 states in Sub-Saharan 

Africa, only one (Cape Verde) was 

rated very highly in electoral 

integrity, while 7 (including the 2016 

elections in Benin and Ghana) were 

rated highly. 10 were moderate, 

and two dozen were rated low or 

very low in integrity. The illustrative 

cases of Gabon and the Gambia 

show the problems, which 

commonly destabilize contests in 

the region. 
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international standards of electoral rights and practices. The following chart compares the PEI by 

country along with the varieties of democracy measure of liberal democracy. Mexico is listed as 

number 65 out of 158 countries. 
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